HIV prevention following the demolition of Baina red light area: A study comparing sexually transmitted infections and HIV amongst Baina sex workers and the dispersed non-brothel based sex work emerging from the eviction.
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Abstract (298 words) 

Objectives:  Dispersion and driving sex workers underground undermines HIV prevention. In June 2004 Baina, the red-light area of Goa, was demolished. We compare the risk of HIV and sexually transmitted infection (STI) in Baina sex workers with the emergent non-brothel based sex work. 

Methods:  326 sex workers, from throughout Goa recruited through respondent-driven-sampling, completed Interviewer-administered questionnaires. Biological samples were tested for Trichomonas vaginalis, Neisseria gonorrhoea, Chlamydia trachomatis, Herpes simplex type 2, and HIV. The association between ever working in Baina and HIV and STIs was examined using multivariate analysis, adjusting for potential confounding factors.

Results: 201 (55.3%) of the sample were non-Baina sex workers (non-Baina-SWs) and 125 (44.7%) were ex-Baina sex workers (ex-Baina-SWs). 96 (48%) of the non-Baina-SWs had started sex work since the demolition. Ex-Baina-SWs were more likely to be migrants, supporting dependents and in debt. They were less likely to have experienced sexual violence, have a violent intimate partner and were more likely to have emotional support. Ex-Baina-SWs had more clients and were less likely to be part time and home or street based. 

Ex-Baina-SWs were less likely to have curable STIs adjOR 0.30 (0.19-0.94). They were 20 times more likely to have had exposure to HIV prevention and 100 times more likely to report consistent condoms use with clients. There was no difference in HIV risk. Following adjustment for behavioural factors on the explanatory pathway, ex-Baina-SWs were still less likely to have a bacterial STI, adjOR 0.30 (0.19-0.94).  
Conclusion:  Dispersed non-brothel based SWs were more likely to be engaged in higher risk sexual activity. This is partly explained by differences in condom use and exposure to HIV prevention. However, social isolation and lack of cohesive identity experienced by part-time and hidden SWs, and greater experience of intimate partner and sexual violence may also play apart. 
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